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Law-Related Education

State Bar of Texas

Learning Objectives: The students will...

1.
2.

Identify examples of the seven principles on which the Texas Constitution is based.
Understand the meaning of the seven principles on which the Constitution is based.

TEKS: 7.13 A, 7.13B

Materials Needed: One set of Mix, Match, Freeze Cards (cut apart).

Teaching Strategy:

1.
2.

Make one copy of the Mix, Match Freeze Cards and cut them apart.

Pass out one card to each student. Explain that they either have one of the seven principles on
which the Texas Constitution is based; the definition of the principle; or an example of the
principle as it is described in the Texas Constitution.

Give them a few minutes to think about all they remember about card that they have. For
example, if they have the principle, they should try to remember what the definition of that
principle is as well as some examples in our government.

At the time set by the teacher, instruct the students with the principle cards to find a place in
the room to stand. Next, the teacher directs the students with the definition cards to stand and
without talking try to find the principle that matches their definition. Each principle should have
only one definition card. Finally, the students with the example cards are to stand and try to
find the principle and definition cards that match their example. NOTE—There are two
example cards for each principle. This is the “mix” part of the game.

When a group of four thinks they have a “match” of all three types of cards, they are to freeze
and link arms in order—Principle, Definition, Example, Example. The teacher can circulate to
check their answers.

After all seven principles are correctly matched; each group should explain their principle,
definition, and examples to the class. At this time, an extension might be for the class to
brainstorm other examples of the principle besides the ones used by the class.

An alternate way to use the cards is to use them to play the children’s game of Memory. This
game would require the class to be placed in groups with each group getting a set of the cards.
Because of the large number of the cards, the teacher can segregate the principle from the
definition and the examples. The student turning over one card plays the game from each type,
trying to make a match. If they don’t make a match, they must return all cards face down.

Extension for GT/Pre AP:
Create a new example of each principle and be able to explain how it is an example of that principle.

Key:

Limited Government: 4 and 11
Individual Rights: 9 and 12
Republicanism: 8 and 3
Federalism: 2 and 5

Checks and Balances: 6 and 13
Separation of Powers: 7 and 14
Popular Sovereignty: 1 and 10
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