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CELEBRATING ADOPTION  
THE TEXAS DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE 

MARCH 2, 1836 

Learning Objectives: The students will… 
1. Participate in a simulation of the March 2, 1836 meeting at Washington-on-the-Brazos, where

the Texas Declaration of Independence was formally adopted.
2. Develop an understanding of the men involved in the March 2 meeting.
3. Discuss the meaning and reasons for the grievances of the Texans against the Mexican

government listed in the Texas Declaration of Independence.

TEKS: 7.1B, 7.3B, 7.3C, 7.23A

Materials Needed: One set of Bio Cards, one set of Grievance Cards, copies of the play script for 
each student, a copy of the Texas Declaration of Independence, paper for signatures if necessary. 

Teaching Instructions: 
1. Prepare copies of the bio cards, grievance cards, copies of the play, and a copy of the Texas

Declaration of Independence with a blank sheet of paper for the signatures of the delegates if
needed.

2. Explain to the class that they are going to participate in a simulation reenacting the
development and signing of the Texas Declaration of Independence that is partially based on
the minutes of the Convention of 1836. They will begin preparing for the activity by reading
about one of 30 of the 59 signers of the document. It is interesting to share with the students
that of the 59 signers, 40 were under the age of 40; only two were native Texans; most were
newcomers with only 10 having been in Texas six years prior to 1836; and 15 had come in
1835.

3. Relate to the students that they will be stopping in the proceedings to discuss the meaning and
importance of the grievances. This was not part of the official proceedings as once George
Childress read the document to the delegates, it was accepted unanimously.

4. Give each of the students one of the bio cards of the signers to read. This can be done for
homework the night before the play if desired. Please note that if the student or teacher wants
additional information about their signer, a link to a more thorough biography from the
Handbook of Texas Online is provided on each bio card. If a class is smaller than thirty, it is
imperative for the following men to be included as they have defined speaking roles in the play:
Richard Ellis, George Childress, Edward Conrad, Bailey Hardeman, James Gaines, Collin
McKinney, Sam Houston, Benjamin Goodrich, and James Collinsworth.

5. On the day of the class, arrange the room as a meeting hall and have a place at the front of
the room for the President of the Convention, Richard Ellis. The rest of the delegates should sit
in the following groups to facilitate the discussion activity on the grievances:

a. Group One—leader, George Childress (Grievances 1,2, and 3)
i. Benjamin Goodrich
ii. Martin Parmer
iii. James Collinsworth
iv. Thomas Rusk
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v. Jose Antonio Navarro 
b. Group Two—leader, Edward Conrad (Grievances 4, 5, and 6) 

i. Robert Coleman 
ii. Sam Houston 
iii. Stephen Blount 
iv. John Fisher 
v. Mathew Caldwell 

c. Group Three—leader, Bailey Hardeman (Grievances 7, 8, and 9) 
i. Jesse Grimes 
ii. Edwin Legrand 
iii. Charles Taylor 
iv. Elijah Stapp 
v. John Turner 

d. Group Four—leader, James Gaines (Grievances 10, 11, and 12) 
i. George Barnett 
ii. Robert Potter 
iii. Albert Latimer 
iv. William Crawford 
v. Stephen Everitt 

e. Group Five—leader, Collin McKinney (Grievances 13, 14, and 15) 
i. Junius Mottley 
ii. William Lacey 
iii. Jose Ruiz 
iv. Lorenzo de Zavala 

6. Give each of the five leaders their assigned three grievance cards. 
7. Pass out copies of the play script and allow the students time to review its contents before 

beginning. 
8. Move the students into their places and begin the play.  
9. At the conclusion of the play, debrief the activity by asking the students the following 

questions: 
a. What conclusions can you draw about the men who signed the Texas Declaration of 

Independence? 
b. How does this activity help you appreciate the significance of the events of March 2, 

1836 at the Convention at Washington-on-the-Brazos? 
 
Additional Online Resources are available: 
www.TSHAonline.org 
www.txindependence.org 
www.tarlton.law.utexas.edu  

http://www.tshaonline.org/
http://www.txindependence.org/
http://www.tarlton.law.utexas.edu/
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Texas Declaration of Independence Play 
Script 

Background of the play:   

On March 1, 1836, delegates from all over Texas began meeting in a small wooden building in 
Washington-on-the-Brazos to make a final decision on Texas independence and the approaching 
Mexican army, which had reached San Antonio on February 23.  After all of the delegates had been 
certified, the first order of business was to appoint officers of the convention.  Richard Ellis from the 
Pecan Point area was selected president by a unanimous decision.  Later on that day, George 
Childress from Milam Municipality made the motion to have the President appoint a committee of five 
to draft a Declaration of Independence.  Martin Parmer from Shelby County made a motion to expand 
the committee to allow one delegate from each municipality represented to serve on the committee.  
That motion was defeated and the motion to have a committee of five was adopted.  President Ellis 
then appointed George Childress, Edward Conrad, Bailey Hardeman, James Gaines, and Collin 
McKinney to the committee to draft a declaration.  Childress was chosen as the chairman.  It is widely 
believed that Childress had already drafted a Declaration of Independence before coming to the 
Convention because they were able to present the draft to the entire body the next day.   

Time:  March 2, 1836, 9:00 am 

Scene:  Washington-on-the-Brazos; President Ellis is in position in the front of the room.   After the 
rules and procedures of the convention were discussed, a committee to draft a constitution was 
named.  It was now time to discuss the report of the committee assigned from the previous day to 
draft a declaration.  It is this point in the day that our play begins.  All efforts have been made to follow 
the order of events from the minutes of the convention, however, the actual words were not provided 
nor was there any debate or discussion on the grievances as occurs in our play.   

 

Mr. Ellis:  Do we have a report from the committee I appointed yesterday to draft a formal declaration 
of independence?  

(George Childress, Edward Conrad, Bailey Hardeman, James Gaines, and Collin McKinney come to 
the front of the room.  Mr. Childress steps forward and addresses the president and the other 
delegates) 

Mr. Childress rises and states:  We have written the following document and submit it to this 
esteemed body for your approval.   

(Mr. Childress reads the opening of the Texas Declaration of Independence.) 

When a government has ceased to protect the lives, liberty and property of the people, from whom its 
legitimate powers are derived, and for the advancement of whose happiness it was institute; and so 
far from being a guarantee for the enjoyment of those inestimable and inalienable rights, becomes an 
instrument in the hands of evil rules for their oppression….  

Mr. Ellis:  We will now move to a discussion of the specific grievances. 

(At this point the members of the committee take their three grievance cards and work with their list of 
delegates.  They will lead their group in a discussion to answer the three questions below about each 
of the three grievance cards.) 

1. How would you paraphrase each of the grievances in your own words? 
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2. Can you think of any incidents in the past that have caused people to feel this way? 
3. Will you support this grievance being added to the declaration?  Why? 

When the groups have completed their tasks, a spokesperson should be selected to speak to 
each grievance.   Remember that all fifteen grievances were adopted unanimously in the actual 
convention without debate). 

Mr. Ellis:  We will now hear from a spokesperson from each of the five groups assigned to evaluate 
the grievances.  Please identify yourself before beginning. 

(The spokesperson for each grievance rises and addresses the president and other delegates and 
delivers the report on their grievance). 

Group 1, Spokesperson 1—(report on Grievance 1) 

Group 1, Spokesperson 2—(report on Grievance 2) 

Group 1, Spokesperson 3—(report on Grievance 3) 

Group 2, Spokesperson 1—(report on Grievance 4) 

Group 2, Spokesperson 2—(report on Grievance 5) 

Group 2, Spokesperson 3—(report on Grievance 6) 

Group 3, Spokesperson 1—(report on Grievance 7) 

Group 3, Spokesperson 2—(report on Grievance 8) 

Group 3, Spokesperson 3—(report on Grievance 9) 

Group 4, Spokesperson 1—(report on Grievance 10) 

Group 4, Spokesperson 2—(report on Grievance 11) 

Group 4, Spokesperson 3—(report on Grievance 12) 

Group 5, Spokesperson 1—(report on Grievance 13) 

Group 5, Spokesperson 2—(report on Grievance 14) 

Group 5, Spokesperson 3—(report on Grievance 15) 

George Childress rises and responds:  “We, therefore, the delegates, with plenary powers, of the 
people of Texas, in solemn convention assembled, appealing to a candid world for the necessities of 
our condition, do hereby resolve and declare that our political connexion (connection) with the 
Mexican nation has forever ended; and that the people of Texas do now constitute a free, sovereign 
and independent Republic, and are fully invested with all the rights and attributes which properly 
belong to independent nations; and conscious of the rectitude of our intentions, we fearlessly and 
confidently commit the issue to the supreme arbiter of the destinies of nations.” 

Sam Houston rises and states:  I make the motion to accept the report of the committee.  Is there 
agreement among the whole house? 

Mr. Ellis:  All those in favor of Mr. Houston’s motion, signify by saying yes. 
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(All delegates say yes in agreement) 

Mr. Collinsworth rises and states:  It is the recommendation of the committee of the whole house that 
we accept, “The unanimous Declaration of Independence made by the Delegates of the People of 
Texas, in General Convention at the town of Washington, on the 2nd day of March, 1836.” 

Sam Houston rises and states:  I make the motion that we now sign the official document. 

Mr. Ellis:  All those in favor of Mr. Houston’s motion, signify by saying yes. 

(All delegates say yes and then proceed to line up for the formal signing of the Texas Declaration of 
Independence. After all have signed, the delegates return to their seats.) 

Mr. Goodrich rises and states:  I make a motion that five copies of the declaration be prepared and 
sent with one going to the printer in San Felipe so that he can print 1000 copies for distribution to the 
people. 

Mr. Ellis:  All those in favor of Mr. Goodrich’s motion, signify by saying yes. 

(All delegates say yes) 

Mr. Ellis: I therefore adjourn the convention until 2:00 at which time we will continue the business of 
setting up a provisional government. 

 

 



 

 

George Childress—George Childress was a lawyer who first came to Texas from Tennessee with his 

uncle who was organizing a colony in 1834. Before coming permanently to Texas, he spent time 

raising money and volunteers to help support the Texas army. After arriving in Texas, he was elected 

to represent Milam Municipality at the Washington-on-the-Brazos Convention in 1836. It is widely 

believed that he came to the convention with a declaration of independence already drafted. He was 

named to the committee of five to draft a formal declaration and served as chairman. Childress is 

given credit as the primary author of the final document.  

 

http://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/online/articles/fch28 

Benjamin Goodrich—Benjamin Goodrich was a doctor who came to Texas in 1834 after practicing 

medicine in several states as well as serving in the state legislature of Alabama. He was elected as a 

delegate from the Municipality of Washington to the Convention of 1836, where he signed the Texas 

Declaration. He is given credit for keeping an invaluable record of the name, age, place of birth, and 

state from which delegate emigrated to Texas for every man present at the convention.  

 

 

http://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/online/articles/fgo12 

Edward Conrad—Coming to Texas in 1835, Edward Conrad later applied for a land grant in 

Stephen F. Austin’s colony. He had come to Texas from Pennsylvania where he had worked as a 

printer. After being elected as a delegate to the 1836 convention from the Refugio Municipality, he 

signed the Texas Declaration of Independence and later served as a member of the committee 

charged with drafting the first Texas Constitution. However, he left the Convention to serve in the 

Texas army as lieutenant under the command of Francis Thornton. He died while still in the 

military in July of 1836. 

 

http://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/online/articles/fco43 

Martin Parmer—Martin Parmer, a legislator and judge, came to Texas in 1825. He fought with 

Haden Edwards in the Fredonian Rebellion of 1826-27, which was the first attempt of the Texan 

colonists to free themselves from the Mexican government. When the rebellion collapsed, he had to 

flee. When he tried to return to Texas, Mexican authorities expelled him. In 1835 he returned to 

East Texas and was selected as a delegate from Tenaha (Shelby County) to the Convention of 1836 

where he signed the Texas Declaration of Independence. When George Childress made a motion 

to form a committee of five to write the declaration, Parmer made the motion that the committee 

should include a representative from each municipality. This motion was rejected in favor of a 

committee of five. He later was appointed to the committee assigned to draft a new constitution.  

http://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/online/articles/fpa34  

Texas Declaration of Independence Bio Cards 

© State Bar of Texas 
www.texaslre.org 

http://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/online/articles/fch28
http://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/online/articles/fgo12
http://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/online/articles/fco43
http://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/online/articles/fpa34


 

 

James Collinsworth—Born in Tennessee, James Collinsworth, a lawyer, came to Texas in 1835, 

settling in the Matagorda area. He represented Brazoria at the Convention of 1836. After signing the 

Texas Declaration, he introduced a resolution to name Sam Houston also from Tennessee, 

Commander-in-Chief of the Texas army. He later served with Houston at San Jacinto where 

General Thomas Rusk commended him for bravery. He went on to serve in the Texas Senate and 

was appointed the first chief justice of the Texas judiciary after the Republic was established.  

 

http://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/online/articles/fco97 

  

Richard Ellis—Richard Ellis came to Texas after practicing law in both Virginia and Alabama before 

permanently coming to Texas in 1834. He had previously come on the request of Stephen F. Austin 

in an attempt to get Haden Edwards to abandon the Fredonian Rebellion. Coming from the Pecan 

Point area, he was unanimously elected president of the Convention of 1836. Even though some 

were critical of him, he was able to hold the convention together for seventeen days, during which 

time the Texas Declaration of Independence was signed as well as the draft for the Constitution of 

the Republic of Texas.  

 

http://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/online/articles/fel16 

Bailey Hardeman—Bailey Hardeman came to Texas in 1835 after serving with Andrew Jackson in 

the War of 1812. He later became a Santa Fe trader and mountain man. He quickly became 

involved with those wanting independence from Mexico after arriving in Texas. Representing 

Matagorda Municipality, he was appointed the committee to draft a declaration. After that document 

was approved, he was part of the committee to draw up a constitution for the Republic of Texas. He 

served as both Secretary of State and Treasury in the newly established government, which had to 

flee the approaching Mexican troops.  

 

http://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/online/articles/fha56 

Thomas Rusk—Thomas Rush was an Irish immigrant from South Carolina whose family had rented land from 

John C. Calhoun. Calhoun helped Rusk get a government position where he began to study law. After 

practicing in Georgia, he came to Texas in search of men who had embezzled funds from a mining investment 

Rusk had made. He never recovered the funds, but decided to stay in Texas. He quickly became involved in 

the independence movement by joining with Austin’s army to prevent the Mexican army from seizing the 

cannon in Gonzales. He later was a representative from Nacogdoches to the Convention of 1836 where he 

signed the Texas Declaration and then chaired the committee to revise the constitution. He served as Secretary 

of War in the provisional government. He also participated in the Battle of San Jacinto. After the battle, he 

followed the Mexican troops to be certain they left Texas.  

 

http://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/online/articles/fru16 
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Jose Antonio Navarro—Jose Antonio Navarro was a leading Mexican supporter of the independence 

of Texas. Born in San Antonio, Jose was a lawyer who became friends with Stephen F. Austin. Prior 

to the Revolution, he served in the federal congress in Mexico where he supported statehood for 

Texas. When that did not happen, he supported independence becoming one of three Mexican 

signers of the Texas Declaration of Independence. His uncle, Jose Ruiz was also one of the signers. 

During the Texas Republic, he served as a representative to the Texas Congress where he sought to 

keep Anglo Texans from harassing Mexican Texans  

 

http://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/online/articles/fna09 

Robert Coleman—Robert Coleman was an Indian fighter who was originally from Kentucky before 

he came to Texas in 1831. He commanded a company that attacked the Tawakoni Indians for their 

raids on Texas settlers in 1835. He came to the Convention of 1836 as a representative from Bastrop 

where he signed the Declaration of Independence. He then joined General Sam Houston and was 

present at the Battle of San Jacinto.  

 

 http://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/online/articles/fco18 

Sam Houston—Born in Virginia, Sam Houston previously served in the U.S. army fighting in the War of 

1812, a U.S. Congressman from the state of Tennessee, and governor of that same state. During this time, he 

maintained a close relationship with the Cherokee Indians, even becoming a citizen of their nation. In 1832, 

he came to Texas and quickly became involved in the independence movement using his friendship with the 

Indians to keep them from becoming involved in the fight between the Mexican government and the Texans. 

Representing Refugio, he signed the Texas Declaration on March 2. Shortly after, he was appointed 

Commander-in-Chief of the Texan army. At first, the poorly equipped army could do little but retreat to the 

Texas coast. There Sam Houston’s army surprised General Santa Anna and forced him the sign the Treaty of 

Velasco which granted Texas its independence. Houston was the President of the Republic of Texas and later 

served as its governor when Texas entered the United States. 

http://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/online/articles/fho73 

James Gaines—James Gaines was originally from Virginia. Coming to Texas in 1823, he operated a 

ferry on the Sabine River between Texas and Louisiana before becoming a judge. He later 

represented Sabine at the Convention of 1836 where he became a member of the committee that 

drafted the Texas Declaration of Independence, which he later signed. After the revolution, he 

served in the Texas government in several positions before leaving Texas for California during the 

Gold Rush. 

 

http://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/online/articles/fga04 
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Collin McKinney—Collin McKinney, originally from New Jersey, was a land surveyor who came to 

Texas around 1831. At that time, he became involved in the politics of the day and served as a 

representative from the Pecan Point area to the Convention of 1836. He was the oldest delegate to 

the convention and also served on the committee to draft a declaration, which he later signed. He 

then served in the Texas Congress. 

 

  http://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/online/articles/fmc73 

Stephen William Blount—Stephen William Blount was originally from Georgia before coming to 

Texas in 1835 and settling at San Augustine. Prior to coming to Texas, he had served as a colonel of 

the Georgia militia and the deputy sheriff of a Georgian county. He represented San Augustine at the 

Convention of 1836 and signed the Texas Declaration of Independence. After the convention 

adjourned, he joined the Texas army and got to San Jacinto the day after the battle that ended the 

Texas Revolution.  

 

http://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/online/articles/fbl31 

John Fisher—Born in Virginia, John Fisher came to Texas in 1832 settling in Green DeWitt’s colony 

at Gonzales. As a secretary of the committee of safety for Gonzales, he wrote Stephen F. Austin 

protesting abuse of the citizens of Gonzales. He attended the Convention of 1836 from the Gonzales 

Municipality where he signed the Texas Declaration of Independence. After this he returned to 

Virginia and North Carolina where he petitioned the Texas legislature for a grant of land for his 

service. He never returned to Texas. 

 

http://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/online/articles/ffi19 

Mathew Caldwell—Mathew Caldwell was born in Kentucky and later came to Texas with his family in 

1832, settling in the DeWitt colony. He is often called the “Paul Revere of the Texas Revolution” 

because he rode from Gonzales to Bastrop to call the men to arms before the battle of Gonzales in 

1835. Representing Gonzales at the Convention of 1836, he signed the Texas Declaration of 

Independence. The provisional government then sent Caldwell with a courier to help determine the 

condition of the army and the movement of the Mexican army on the frontier.  

 

http://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/online/articles/fca12 
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Jesse Grimes—Jesse Grimes was a judge who originally came from Alabama to settle in Austin’s 

colony in 1826. In the years before the revolution, he served in various capacities in the local 

government. He attended the Convention of 1836, representing Washington Municipality, where he 

signed the Texas Declaration of Independence. After the revolution, he continued to serve in 

Congress of the Texas Republic and the state of Texas once it was annexed. 

 

http://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/online/articles/fgr67  

Edwin Oswald Legrand—Edwin Oswald Legrand was a soldier from North Carolina who came to 

San Augustine, Texas in 1833. By 1835, he had received a land grant from Mexico. After being 

selected as a delegate to the Convention of 1836 from San Augustine, he began arguing for 

independence from the moment he arrived at Washington-on-the-Brazos, a day before the 

convention began. After he signed the Declaration, he left to enlist in the Texas army, and fought at 

the Battle of San Jacinto.  

 

http://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/online/articles/fle25 

Charles Stanfield Taylor—Charles Taylor was born in England and then immigrated to the United 

States in 1828. He came to Nacogdoches Texas to establish a mercantile business in 1830. Later he 

was one of the representatives to the Convention of 1836 and a signer of the Texas Declaration. He 

left the convention and spent the rest of the revolution in Louisiana. He later returned to Texas and 

began to practice law. 

 

 http://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/online/articles/fta16 

Elijah Stapp—Elijah Staff was born in Virginia and later came to Texas from Missouri in 1826 as a 

settler in Green DeWitt’s colony. As early as 1835, Stapp held a meeting of the settlers to discuss the 

growing dissatisfaction with the actions of the Mexican government toward Texas. He served as a 

delegate from Jackson Municipality to the Convention of 1836 and signed the Texas Declaration of 

Independence. Following the convention, he and his family were forced to flee from their home 

during the Runaway Scrape. He later was elected as a Justice of the Peace and served as the 

postmaster at La Baca.  

 

http://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/online/articles/fst15 
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John Turner—Born in North Carolina, John Turner came to Texas in 1829 after working as a 

teacher and studying law. He attended the Convention of 1836 representing San Patricio, and signed 

the Texas Declaration of Independence. After signing the declaration, he served in the Texas army 

and worked to provide supplies and horses to the Texas army. He later served as a member of the 

House of Representatives of the First Congress of the Republic of Texas.  

 

http://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/online/articles/ftu11 

George Washington Barnett—George Barnett was a physician who came to Texas in 1834 settling 

near what is today Brenham, Texas. He was one of the captains of the four volunteer companies that 

attacked the Tawakoni Indians involved in attacking Texan settlers in 1835. He later was a 

representative to the Convention of 1836 from Washington Municipality and signed the Texas 

Declaration of Independence. He volunteered for the army after he left the convention, but had to 

leave to help him family who were fleeing the approaching Mexican Army in what was called the 

Runaway Scrape.  

 

http://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/online/articles/fba71 

Robert Potter—Robert Potter was born in North Carolina and later joined the United States Navy. 

He then resigned and began to study law. When he encountered trouble in North Carolina, he left 

for a new beginning in Texas in 1835. He immediately became involved in the political turmoil. 

Representing Nacogdoches at the Convention of 1836, he vigorously supported independence and 

became one of the signers of the document. He often helped with Richard Ellis with points of 

parliamentary procedure during the convention. He later participated in the Battle of San Jacinto 

and refused to sign the treaty with Santa Anna because he advocated his execution rather than his 

surrender. He was then appointed to Secretary of the Navy and commander of the port in 

Galveston. 

  http://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/online/articles/fpo31 

Albert Hamilton Latimer—Albert Latimer, a legislator and judge, was born in Tennessee and came 

to Texas around 1835 settling around the Red River. This area was claimed by the United States as 

part of Arkansas, but many in this area became involved in the Texas Revolution. Even though he 

wasn’t officially elected like many of the others, he was one of five delegates from the area to attend 

the Convention of 1836 where he signed the Texas Declaration of Independence. Latimer went on 

to serve in the Congress of the Texas Republic. 

 

 http://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/online/articles/fla44 
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William Carroll Crawford—William Crawford was born in North Carolina and came to Texas with 

his family around 1835. He had previously been a tailor and a Methodist minister. He represented 

Shelby County at the Convention of 1836 and there signed the Texas Declaration. One of the most 

interesting facts about William Crawford is that he was the last surviving signer of the Texas 

Declaration of Independence. He was also related to Charles Carroll, who was the last surviving 

signer of the United States Declaration of Independence. 

 

http://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/online/articles/fcr13 

Stephen Hendrickson Everitt—Stephen Everitt was born in New York and came to Texas in 1834, 

speculating on a grant of land in Jasper County. He represented that area at the Convention of 1836 

and was involving in signing the Declaration of November 7, 1835 (the preliminary call for 

independence from Mexico), the Texas Declaration of Independence of 1836, and the Constitution 

of the Republic. Even though he wasn’t a practicing physician, he was often referred to as Dr. Everitt. 

Dr. Everitt was the delegate who nominated Richard Ellis to be the president of the Convention of 

1836.  

 

http://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/online/articles/fev11 

Junius William Mottley—Junius Mottley was a physician who came to Texas from Kentucky around 

1835. He served as the surgeon for the post of Goliad and represented that area at the Convention 

of 1836 where he signed the Texas Declaration. He quickly rejoined the military forces and received 

a mortal wound at the Battle of San Jacinto. He was buried on the battlefield. 

 

 

http://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/online/articles/fmo74 

William Demetris Lacey—William Lacey was originally from Virginia, but moved to Kentucky as a 

child. He left there to go to Tennessee and from there came to Texas around 1831. He settled in 

Columbus where he opened a saddle shop. He became involved in the politics of the time and was a 

delegate to earlier conventions before coming to the Convention of 1836 where he signed the Texas 

Declaration of Independence. He then moved his family and other refugees to Galveston Island for 

safety from the approaching Mexican army. There he joined the army where he served under 

George Sutherland.  

 http://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/online/articles/fla09 
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Jose Francisco Ruiz—Jose Ruiz was a native of Texas, born in San Antonio. He served in the 

Mexican army but retired in 1832. He was a friend of Stephen F. Austin and then became involved 

in Texas politics, siding with those who favored independence. He was a delegate to the Convention 

of 1836 where he and his nephew Jose Navarro became the only two native Texans to sign the Texas 

Declaration. He is said to have written, "Under no circumstance, take sides against the Texans…for 

only God will return the territory of Texas to the Mexican government.” One of his sons, Francisco 

was present inside the Alamo when it fell. Francisco then was ordered to identify the fallen Alamo 

leaders and to help dispose of the dead. He left behind one of the most vivid eyewitness accounts of 

the Battle of the Alamo.  

http://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/online/articles/fru11 

Lorenzo de Zavala—Lorenzo de Zavala was born in Mexico and spent his early career in the 

Mexican government. During this part of his career he developed strong democratic ideals as well as 

learned English. He eventually had to abandon his political career because of his ideas and left 

Mexico for New York. There he began to negotiate with investors to bring 500 families to 

southeastern Texas. Once in Texas, he quickly became involved in Texas politics and became a 

member of the Convention of 1836 and a signer of the Texas Declaration of Independence. Because 

of his previous experience, he played a key role in the development of the constitution to govern the 

new Republic of Texas and was to serve as the Vice-President. However health problems forced him 

to resign and he died shortly after. 

http://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/online/articles/fza05 
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 Grievance 1 

The Mexican Government, by its colonization laws, invited and induced the Anglo
-American population of Texas to colonize its wilderness, under the pledged faith 
of a written constitution, that they should continue to enjoy that constitutional 
liberty and republican Government to which they had been habituated in the land 
of their birth, the United States of America.  

 Grievance 2 
In this expectation they have been cruelly disappointed, inasmuch as the Mexican 
nation has acquiesced in the late changes made in the Government by General Antonio 
Lopez de Santa Anna, who, having overturned the Constitution of his country, now 
offers us the cruel alternative, either to abandon our homes, acquired by so many 
privations, or submit to the most intolerable of all tyranny, the combined despotism of 
the sword and the priesthood 

 Grievance 3 
It hath sacrificed our welfare to the State of Coahuila, by which our interests have been 
continually depressed, through a jealous and partial course of legislation, carried on at a far-
distant seat of Government, by a hostile majority, in an unknown tongue; and this too 
notwithstanding we have petitioned in the humblest terms for the establishment of a separate 
State Government, and have, in accordance with the provisions of the National Constitution, 
presented to the General Congress a Republican Constitution, which was, without just cause, 
contemptuously rejected. 

 Grievance 4 
It incarcerated in a dungeon, for a long time, one of our citizens, for no other 

cause but a zealous endeavor to procure the acceptance of our Constitution and 

the establishment of a State Government.  

 Grievance 5 
It has failed and refused to secure, on a firm basis, the right of trial by jury, that 
palladium of civil liberty and only safe guarantee for the life, liberty, and property 
of the citizen. 

Texas Declaration of Independence Grievance Cards 
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Grievance 6 
It has failed to establish any public system of education, although possessed of 
almost boundless resources, (the public domain,) and although it is an axiom in 
political science that, unless a People are educated and enlightened, it is idle to 
expect the continuance of civil liberty, or the capacity for self-government. 

Grievance 7 

It has suffered the military commandants stationed among us to exercise arbitrary 
acts of oppression and tyranny, thus trampling upon the most sacred rights of the 
citizen, and rendering the military superior to the civil power. 

Grievance 8 
It has dissolved by force of arms the State Congress of Coahuila and Texas, and 
obliged our Representatives to fly for their lives from the seat of Government, 
thus depriving us of the fundamental political right of representation. 

Grievance 9 
It has demanded the surrender of a number of our citizens, and ordered military 
detachments to seize and carry them into the interior for trial; in contempt of the 
civil authorities, and in defiance of the laws and the Constitution. 

Grievance 10 
It has made piratical attacks upon our commerce by commissioning foreign 
desperadoes, and authorizing them to seize our vessels and convey the property 
of our citizens to far-distant ports for confiscation. 
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Grievance 11 
It denies us the right of worshipping the Almighty according to dictates of our own 
conscience, by the support of a national religion calculated to promote the 
temporal interests of its human functionaries rather than the glory of the true and 
living God. 

Grievance 12 
It has demanded us to deliver up our arms, which are essential for our defence, 
the rightful property of freemen, and formidable only to tyrannical Governments. 

Grievance 13 
It has invaded our country, both by sea and by land, with intent to lay waste our 
territory, and drive us from our homes; and has now a large mercenary army 
advancing, to carry on against us a war of extermination. 

Grievance 14 
It has, through its emissaries, incited the merciless savage, with the tomahawk 
and scalping-knife, the massacre the inhabitants of our defenseless frontiers. 

Grievance 15 
It has been, during the whole time of our connexion with it, the contemptible sport 
and victim of successive military revolutions, and hath continually exhibited every 
characteristic of a weak, corrupt, and tyrannical government. 
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The Unanimous 

Declaration of Independence 

 

by the 

Delegates of the People of Texas 

 

In General Convention 

at the town of Washington 

on the 2nd day of March 1836. 

When a government has ceased to protect the lives, liberty and property of the people, from whom 

its legitimate powers are derived, and for the advancement of whose happiness it was instituted, 

and so far from being a guarantee for the enjoyment of those inestimable and inalienable rights, 

becomes an instrument in the hands of evil rulers for their oppression.  

When the Federal Republican Constitution of their country, which they have sworn to support, no 

longer has a substantial existence, and the whole nature of their government has been forcibly 

changed, without their consent, from a restricted federative republic, composed of sovereign states, 

to a consolidated central military despotism, in which every interest is disregarded but that of the 

army and the priesthood, both the eternal enemies of civil liberty, the everready minions of power, 

and the usual instruments of tyrants.  

When, long after the spirit of the constitution has departed, moderation is at length so far lost by 

those in power, that even the semblance of freedom is removed, and the forms themselves of the 

constitution discontinued, and so far from their petitions and remonstrances being regarded, the 

agents who bear them are thrown into dungeons, and mercenary armies sent forth to force a new 

government upon them at the point of the bayonet.  

When, in consequence of such acts of malfeasance and abdication on the part of the government, 

anarchy prevails, and civil society is dissolved into its original elements. In such a crisis, the first 

law of nature, the right of self-preservation, the inherent and inalienable rights of the people to 

appeal to first principles, and take their political affairs into their own hands in extreme cases, 

enjoins it as a right towards themselves, and a sacred obligation to their posterity, to abolish such 

government, and create another in its stead, calculated to rescue them from impending dangers, 

and to secure their future welfare and happiness.  

Nations, as well as individuals, are amenable for their acts to the public opinion of mankind. A 

statement of a part of our grievances is therefore submitted to an impartial world, in justification of 

the hazardous but unavoidable step now taken, of severing our political connection with the 

Mexican people, and assuming an independent attitude among the nations of the earth.  

The Mexican government, by its colonization laws, invited and induced the Anglo-American 

population of Texas to colonize its wilderness under the pledged faith of a written constitution, that 
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they should continue to enjoy that constitutional liberty and republican government to which they 

had been habituated in the land of their birth, the United States of America.  

In this expectation they have been cruelly disappointed, inasmuch as the Mexican nation has 

acquiesced in the late changes made in the government by General Antonio Lopez de Santa Anna, 

who having overturned the constitution of his country, now offers us the cruel alternative, either to 

abandon our homes, acquired by so many privations, or submit to the most intolerable of all 

tyranny, the combined despotism of the sword and the priesthood.  

It has sacrificed our welfare to the state of Coahuila, by which our interests have been continually 

depressed through a jealous and partial course of legislation, carried on at a far distant seat of 

government, by a hostile majority, in an unknown tongue, and this too, notwithstanding we have 

petitioned in the humblest terms for the establishment of a separate state government, and have, in 

accordance with the provisions of the national constitution, presented to the general Congress a 

republican constitution, which was, without just cause, contemptuously rejected.  

It incarcerated in a dungeon, for a long time, one of our citizens, for no other cause but a zealous 

endeavor to procure the acceptance of our constitution, and the establishment of a state 

government.  

It has failed and refused to secure, on a firm basis, the right of trial by jury, that palladium of civil 

liberty, and only safe guarantee for the life, liberty, and property of the citizen.  

It has failed to establish any public system of education, although possessed of almost boundless 

resources, (the public domain,) and although it is an axiom in political science, that unless a 

people are educated and enlightened, it is idle to expect the continuance of civil liberty, or the 

capacity for self government.  

It has suffered the military commandants, stationed among us, to exercise arbitrary acts of 

oppression and tyrrany, thus trampling upon the most sacred rights of the citizens, and rendering 

the military superior to the civil power.  

It has dissolved, by force of arms, the state Congress of Coahuila and Texas, and obliged our 

representatives to fly for their lives from the seat of government, thus depriving us of the 

fundamental political right of representation.  

It has demanded the surrender of a number of our citizens, and ordered military detachments to 

seize and carry them into the Interior for trial, in contempt of the civil authorities, and in defiance 

of the laws and the constitution.  

It has made piratical attacks upon our commerce, by commissioning foreign desperadoes, and 

authorizing them to seize our vessels, and convey the property of our citizens to far distant ports for 

confiscation.  
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It denies us the right of worshipping the Almighty according to the dictates of our own conscience, 

by the support of a national religion, calculated to promote the temporal interest of its human 

functionaries, rather than the glory of the true and living God.  

It has demanded us to deliver up our arms, which are essential to our defence, the rightful property 

of freemen, and formidable only to tyrannical governments.  

It has invaded our country both by sea and by land, with intent to lay waste our territory, and drive 

us from our homes; and has now a large mercenary army advancing, to carry on against us a war 

of extermination.  

It has, through its emissaries, incited the merciless savage, with the tomahawk and scalping knife, 

to massacre the inhabitants of our defenseless frontiers.  

It hath been, during the whole time of our connection with it, the contemptible sport and victim of 

successive military revolutions, and hath continually exhibited every characteristic of a weak, 

corrupt, and tyrranical government.  

These, and other grievances, were patiently borne by the people of Texas, untill they reached that 

point at which forbearance ceases to be a virtue. We then took up arms in defence of the national 

constitution. We appealed to our Mexican brethren for assistance. Our appeal has been made in 

vain. Though months have elapsed, no sympathetic response has yet been heard from the Interior. 

We are, therefore, forced to the melancholy conclusion, that the Mexican people have acquiesced 

in the destruction of their liberty, and the substitution therfor of a military government; that they 

are unfit to be free, and incapable of self government.  

The necessity of self-preservation, therefore, now decrees our eternal political separation.  

We, therefore, the delegates with plenary powers of the people of Texas, in solemn convention 

assembled, appealing to a candid world for the necessities of our condition, do hereby resolve and 

declare, that our political connection with the Mexican nation has forever ended, and that the 

people of Texas do now constitute a free, Sovereign, and independent republic, and are fully 

invested with all the rights and attributes which properly belong to independent nations; and, 

conscious of the rectitude of our intentions, we fearlessly and confidently commit the issue to the 

decision of the Supreme arbiter of the destinies of nations.  

 


