
WESTWARD EXPANSION 
 

Learning Objectives: Students will: 
1. Review significant historical events of the westward expansion 

movement 
2. Understand the costs and benefits of westward expansion 
3. Use research skills to locate information 

 
TEKS: SS 3.1C, 17 A&C, 4.21 A, B&C, 22D, 5.4 C&D, 8B, 24 A, B&C,   

25D; LA 3.25B, 26A, D&E, 4.23 B, 24 A,D&E, 5. 23 B, 24 A,D&E  
 
Materials Needed: research materials or internet access, copies of “train track” 

page for recording information 
 
Vocabulary: expansion, transcontinental, hardships 
 
Teaching Strategy: 

1. Upon completion of a unit on westward expansion, students will create 
a timeline of events significant to that movement. 

2. Divide students into pairs. Each pair of students will research one 
event of the westward expansion movement from library books, 
classroom resources, or the internet. 

3. Students will summarize their findings into one paragraph, telling the 
most important facts about the topic. This paragraph will be recorded 
on the “train track” page, attached. 

4. Each pair of students will also create a graphic representation and title 
of the event, to be recorded on the same page. 

5. When all students have completed their paragraphs, they will read their 
paragraphs to the class. 

6. All pieces of the “train track” will be placed in chronological order, 
creating a timeline. 

7. Remind students of the purpose of the Lewis and Clark Expedition, to 
find a fur trading route to the Pacific Ocean. They were also 
commissioned to record landmarks, distances, plants, animals and 
native people along the way. 

8. Each student will create a journal of their trip to school from their 
homes. They should include the direction traveled, landmarks (streets, 
stores, houses), plants, animals, “native” people seen, and distances, if 
possible. 

 
G/T Extension: 
 Lewis and Clark had to go to the West to find out distances, landmarks, 
etc. If we wanted to explore virgin territory today, what devices or technology 
would we use? Students will research that subject and write a paragraph 
answering the question. 
 



 

 
 

 

Significant Events in Westward Expansion Movement 
 

1. Manifest Destiny 
2. Louisiana Purchase – 1803 
3. Lewis and Clark – 1804 
4. Indian Removal Act of 1830 
5. Trail of Tears – 1838 
6. Oregon Trail – 1843 
7. Discovery of Gold in California – 1848 
8. Pony Express – 1860 
9. Overland Stage Line – 1862 
10. Homestead Act – 1862 
11. Transcontinental Railroad – 1869 
 

 



 
       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


