
LOOPING THROUGH THE PRIMARY SEASON 
 

Learning Objective(s):  The student will 
 

A. Understand and review the role and development of the primaries in the 
selection of presidential candidates. 

B. Evaluate the effectiveness of the primary system. 
 
TEKS:  Govt.11A&C; Govt.10A 
 
Materials Needed:  A set of cards, cut apart 
 
Teaching Strategy: 
 

1. Show the Power Point presentation entitled “Primary Colors.”   
Discuss the key ideas and terms to build an understanding of the primary 
process and its importance. 

 
2. Use the “Looping Through the Primary Process” activity as a review of the 

students’ understanding of ideas involved in the selection of presidential 
candidates through the use of primaries. 

 
3. The teacher should keep the first card-“I have a primary…”  The remaining 

cards should be handed out, one to a pair of students.   
 

4. Allow the students time to review their card before beginning the game.  They 
should brainstorm all they know about the term in the first sentence on the 
card in order to be able to recognize their term from another student’s 
question.  Secondly, they should be able to answer the question on the 
bottom of their card in case they have to give additional clues to help the 
other student(s) recognize he/she has the answer to the question being 
asked. 

 
5. The activity begins when the teacher reads his/her card and the question that 

follows the statement.  The student that has the answer to the question at the 
top of his/her card then stands and reads the answer.  They proceed to read 
the question that follows at the bottom of their card.  The process continues 
until the loop is complete which occurs when the question read leads back to 
the “I have a primary” card held by the teacher. 

 
6. To keep all students involved in the game until all cards have been written, 

have them keep a sheet of paper out to write their answer to each question 
before the student stands and reads their answer. 

 
Note:  The cards are in the correct order on the handout. 
 
Sources:  NEWSHOUR EXTRA  (A NewsHour with Jim Lehrer) 
               United States Government by Richard c. Remy 
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