
CHECK POINT POWERS ACTIVITY 
 
 
Learning Objective:   
 

1. The student will understand the relationships between the three branches of 
government through separation of powers and the checks and balances system; 

2.  Determine how each branch checks the other branches. 
 
TEKS:    8.15 D; Govt. 7 D 
 
Materials needed:  1 set of arrows and pictures per pair of students (or groups of three) 
   1 graphic organizer per student (or students could make their own). 
 
Teaching Strategy: 
 

1. Prior Instruction on the concept of separation of powers and specific powers 
belonging to each branch of government would be beneficial before beginning this 
activity. 

 
2. Copy and cut out the arrows and a visual for each of the three branches.  

Suggestion to have one set of cards per pair of students. 
 

3. Students should place the visual for the three branches of government on their 
desk.  Using the arrows they will show how one branch is checking the other.  The 
point of the arrow should be toward the branch that is being checked. 

 
4. The teacher should check the student’s placement for accuracy and take away the 

arrows that are incorrect and allow the students to try again.   
 

5. Complete the graphic organizer. 

 
 

GT/AP Extension:  Have student research newspaper articles that demonstrate the concept 
of checks and balances in action.   



B
ra

n
ch

 o
f 

G
o
v
er

n
m

en
t:

 

  

W
h

o
 i

s 
in

 t
h

is
 b

ra
n

ch
?

 

 

M
a
jo

r 
P

o
w

er
s:

 

  

L
o
ca

ti
o
n

 i
n

 t
h

e 
C

o
n

st
it

u
ti

o
n

?
 

  

S
E

P
A

R
A

T
IO

N
 O

F
 P

O
W

E
R

S
  

A
N

D
  

C
H

E
C

K
S

 &
 B

A
L

A
N

C
E

S
 

H
o
w

 d
o
es

 t
h

e 
C

o
n

st
it

u
ti

o
n

 l
im

it
 t

h
e 

p
o
w

er
 o

f 
g
o
v
er

n
m

en
t?

 

W
h

y
 w

o
u

ld
 g

o
v
er

n
m

en
t 

n
ee

d
 t

o
 b

e 
 

li
m

it
ed

?
 

B
ra

n
ch

 o
f 

G
o
v
er

n
m

en
t:

 

  

W
h

o
 i

s 
in

 t
h

is
 b

ra
n

ch
?

 

 

M
a
jo

r 
P

o
w

er
s:

 

  

L
o
ca

ti
o
n

 i
n

 t
h

e 
C

o
n

st
it

u
ti

o
n

?
 

B
ra

n
ch

 o
f 

G
o
v
er

n
m

en
t:

 

  

W
h

o
 i

s 
in

 t
h

is
 b

ra
n

ch
?

 

 

M
a
jo

r 
P

o
w

er
s:

 

  

L
o
ca

ti
o
n

 i
n

 t
h

e 
C

o
n

st
it

u
ti

o
n

?
 



  

A
p

p
ro

v
es

 a
p

p
o
in

tm
en

ts
 

  

M
a
k

es
 a

p
p

o
in

tm
e
n

ts
 

 

  

A
p

p
ro

v
es

 (
ra

ti
fi

es
) 

tr
ea

ti
e
s 

  

D
ec

la
re

s 
la

w
s 

u
n

co
n

st
it

u
ti

o
n

a
l 

  

C
a
n

 d
ec

la
re

 w
a
r

 

  

C
a
n

 i
n

te
r
p

re
t 

la
w

s 



  

C
a
n

 i
m

p
ea

c
h

 

  

C
a
n

 c
a
ll

 s
p

ec
ia

l 
se

ss
io

n
s 

 

C
a
n

 v
et

o
 l

a
w

s 
  

  

 
C

a
n

 i
m

p
ea

c
h

 

  

C
a
n

 o
v
er

ri
d

e 
v
et

o
 

  

E
n

fo
rc

e
s 

c
o
u

rt
 o

rd
er

s 
o
r 

d
ec

is
io

n
s 



S
er

v
e 

fo
r 

li
fe

 s
o

 t
h

ey
 a

re
 f

re
e 

fr
o

m
 t

h
e 

co
n

tr
o

l 
o

f 
th

e
 p

er
so

n
 w

h
o

 a
p

p
o

in
te

d
 

th
e
m

 

  

C
re

a
te

s 
lo

w
er

 c
o
u

rt
s 

   

   

  

A
p

p
ro

v
es

 a
p

p
o
in

tm
en

ts
 

 

D
ec

la
re

s 
A

ct
io

n
s 

U
n

co
n

st
it

u
ti

o
n

a
l 

 










