COURTS OF TEXAS COLLAGE 

Learning Objective(s): The students will:

1. Be able to explain the importance of the different courts of Texas.

2. Utilize creative thinking skills through the creation of a collage.

3. Increase their critical thinking skills by analyzing and evaluating information.

TEKS:
SS 3.17 (B), 4.16 (B), 4.18 (A), 4.23 (D), 5.26 (D), 6.22 (D)
 

Materials Needed:
Copies of the Court Structure of Texas for each student, materials for constructing collages, gavel page, court scenarios
Vocabulary:
courts, collage, appeals, criminal, municipal
Teaching Strategy:

1. After giving each student a copy of the Court Structure of Texas, briefly discuss each of the levels of courts in Texas.

2. Divide the students into 7 groups and assign each group type of court. Students should not tell other groups which court their group has been assigned. Courts to be assigned include:
· Texas Supreme Court

· Texas Court of Criminal Appeals

· Courts of Appeals

· District Courts

· County Level Courts

· Justice Courts

· Municipal Courts
3. Give students a gavel page and access to magazines, newspapers, glue, and scissors. Instruct them to create a collage using pictures, words, letters, and symbols to depict the duties and/or juristiction of their assigned court. They should not, however, list the name of their court anywhere on the collage because their classmates are going to try to figure out which court is represented by their collage. Students should write the name of the court on the back of the collage along with their names.

4. After students have completed their collages, display the collages on the wall or chalkboard and label each collage with a number. Using their copy of the Court Structure of Texas, students should record which collage depicts which court. They may write their answers on notebook paper and may work with partners, if so desired.

5. Debrief students by revealing the identity of the court represented by each collage. Discuss which court students think is the most important and which is the least important.
6. As a follow-up to this activity, read the attached scenarios. As students hear each circumstance, they should decide if their court would hear that case. After briefly discussing among themselves, they will stand if this case would be heard by their court. Award prizes to the group with the most correct answers.
Evaluation:

Ask students to respond orally or in written form to the following questions: 

· Which collage did you think was the most creative?  Why?

· Which collage exhibited the best use of symbolism?  Why?

· Which collage was the most difficult to analyze?  Why?

· What feelings did your favorite collage give you?

· What was the most difficult thing about creating your own collage?  Why?
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